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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:

Mary Fran Tharp, Executive Director
maryfran.tharp@hopeignites.org
303-618-9933

Hope Ignites Colorado Hosts Public Community Gathering

Hope Ignites Colorado invites the community to its Community Gathering on Thursday, December 4, 2025.
Join Hope Ignites Colorado as we celebrate the Christmas season to learn about the organization, meet the
youth this non-profit impacts and recognize The Denver Jaycees monetary contribution to Hope Ignites
Colorado.

WHAT: FREE Hope Ignites Colorado Community Night
Join us as we celebrate the season and decorate gingerbread houses with Hope Ignites
Colorado scholars. Representatives of Denver Jaycees Community Development Trust will
be presenting Hope Ignites Colorado with a $60,000 donation.

WHEN: Thursday, December 4, 2025
4:00pm-5:30pm

WHERE: Auora Central High School
11700 E 11* Ave, Aurora, CO 80010

WHY: The primary objective of the event is to support Hope Ignites Colorado on its mission. Meet
our team, volunteers and the scholars that we serve while decorating gingerbread house.
There will be a chance to learn more about the organization and hear scholar stories and the
impact Hope Ignites Colorado has played in their success as a student and in life. The
Denver Jaycees will be presenting Hope Ignites Colorado with a $60,000 check in support of
its mission.

HOW: RSVP is not required but recommended. Let us know you plan to join and with how many by
emailing Colorado@hopeignites.org.
This event is FREE!



The Hope Ignites Colorado mission is to nurture, and guide motivated young people in need to become well-
educated, career-ready men and women for others. The organization addresses the opportunity gap faced by
at-risk youth entering high school by providing academic and personal support. All scholars and collegians in
the program are primarily first-generation and/or low-income youth.

Hope Ignites Colorado offers support through two core programs that ensure a continuous provision of
care. The Academy Program caters to driven high school scholars, offering college-preparatory guidance, life
skills training, scholarships, and internships to help them overcome systemic barriers. The program fosters a
tight-knit community that serves as a safety net and a platform for holistic growth. The College Program
follows collegians through their postsecondary education journey into their career endeavors post-
graduation.

For more information on Hope Ignites Colorado, please visit www.hopeignitescolorado.org.

JCI-USA, formerly known as Junior Chamber of Commerce or The Jaycees mission is to provide leadership
development opportunities for young people aged 18-40. This organization focuses on personal growth, civic
engagement, and community service, aiming to empower individuals to make a positive impact in their
communities and beyond.

The Denver Jaycees was established in 1941 and dissolved in 2015. During the years it was active, the
chapter provided volunteer and monetary support to various causes around the Denver Metro area. The
Denver Jaycees Community Development Trust was established in 1980 to support community projects in
which The Denver Jaycees were involved.
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